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Diverse Crowd Uncovers ‘Deeper Meaning of Cheesecake’

 

(l. to r.) Jesse Aragon, Art Kutzer and the Kollel’s 
Rabbi Dovid Gertz debating a point at the PIT Pre-
Shavuos Encounter on May 20. 

  

 Why do we eat cheesecake on 
Shavuos? Some 80 inquiring minds 
wanted to know.
 A diverse crowd of Jewish men 
and women from throughout Denver 
uncovered the “Deeper Meaning of 
Cheesecake” at a Pre-Shavuos Partners 
in Torah Encounter, held May 20 at 
Aish Denver.  Participants studied one-
on-one and in small groups led by the 
Kollel men and women.
 “I was intrigued by the paradox 
of Shavuos,” says Dr. Rich Klasco, an 
Aish member, explaining what drew 
him to the program. “As the holiday 
that celebrates the giving of the Torah,

Shavuos should be one of the most 
important holidays of the year. Yet to 
Jews who grew up nonobservant, as I 
did, Shavuos represented little more 
than cheesecake and blintzes.”
 Dr. Klasco and others found 
the answer to that question in a multi-
faceted curriculum prepared by Kollel 
Scholar Rabbi Mordechai Fleisher.  
 In his synopsis at the end of 
the program, Rabbi Fleisher explained 
that after  the Jews received the Torah, 
they realized they could not each meat 
because their utensils were not kosher.  
 "Rather than becoming 
disillusioned with the demands imposed 
by the Torah, they ate dairy and 
appreciated the opportunity to follow 
Hashem’s commandments," he said.
 He concluded that today, 
we celebrate by eating dairy to 
commemorate our ancestors' simcha 
shel mitzva, the joy they had when they 
received the Torah.
  Several of the attendees 
remarked that the fact that so many 
people came out to learn Torah and 

gain a better understanding of Shavuos 
before the holiday, was in itself an 
inspiration.
 Linda Bram-Winne, a member 
of the DAT Minyan, said she was 
particularly moved by the diversity of 
the crowd. 
 “Those who came were from 
every facet of Jewish life, from those 
just beginning their Jewish journey to 
[those who have been religious all their 
lives.] It was moving to see Am Yisrael          
together, studying Torah,” she said.
 Mayya Ostashkinskaya, who  
recently moved to East Denver from    
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Kollel Launches ‘Parsha Live,’ New Interactive, Online Class
 Want to learn more about the weekly Torah portion 
but are too busy to make it to a class or sign up for a chavrusa? 
Now, the Kollel is bringing Parsha to you, in the comfort of 
your own home or office.
 Every Friday at 12:30 p.m. MDT, the Kollel’s Rabbi 
Dovid Gertz broadcasts “Parsha Live,” an interactive online 
Parsha mini-class, made possible through Project Sinai.  
 “You give me fifteen minutes,” says Rabbi Gertz, “and 
I’ll give you weekly insights and inspiration for daily living.”
 No special equipment is needed, and the class is 
archived on the site for those who can’t make the 12:30 
time. Rabbi Gertz also welcomes participants’ comments and 
questions, live or via email. 
 To sample a class or sign up for the next one, visit http://
denverkollel.projectsinai.org    

(l. to r.) Cheryl Kutzer and the Kollel’s Chaya 
Malka Abrams uncover the ‘Deeper Meaning of 
Cheesecake’ at the PIT Pre-Shavuos Encounter.  

The Kollel recently launched ‘Parsha Live’ on its new interactive, online learning 
channel at http://denverkollel.projectsinai.org 
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Kollel Shabbaton: An Experience to Savor
 “Unity” was the buzzword at the 
Denver Community Kollel Shabbaton 
that brought 50 guests to Denver’s 
West Side on May 15-16. 
 The Shabbaton featured meals 
at the homes of Kollel families and other 
community members, a communal 
Kiddush, learning programs for men 
and women, programs for children, and 
men’s and women’s Shalosh Seudos.
  Participants hailed from 
communities throughout Denver.  
Some had attended Shabbatons in 
the past, while others were new to the 
experience.
 Adam Leventhal, 24, of Lowry, 
said he’s a Shabbaton regular because 
he finds it a great way to “spiritually 
charge the soul’s batteries.”
 “Simply sitting at the Shabbos 
table of West Side families, singing 
Zemiros, listening to practical insights 
for living from the weekly Parsha, and
eating delicious food is an experience 

to savor,” he said.
 Pennie Aragon of Englewood, 
who attended for the first time with her 
husband, Jesse, was similarly impressed 
with the Kollel families.
 “They are open, warm and 
welcoming,” she said. “We were so 
engaged in the discussions at Shabbos 
lunch that we lost track of time. By the 
time we left, it was 3:30.”
 Mrs. Aragon said she also 
enjoyed Kollel Scholar Rabbi Mordechai 

Fleisher’s afternoon shiur on the 
topic “Famous Disputes Throughout 
History.”
 There was also learning program 
for men on the subject “Was the Torah 
Given on Shavuos,” prepared by Kollel 
Scholar Rabbi Michel Levitansky.
 That was followed by a group 
Shalosh Seudos for men at Congregation 
Zera Avraham, and a group Shalosh 
Seudos for women held at Beth Jacob 
High School.
  All in all, it was a Shabbos that 
participants described as bringing them 
closer to other Jews – and to Hashem.
 “[The Shabbatons are] 
uplifting,” said Adam Leventhal. “They 
foster unity within our community, and 
[build] new friendships.”
 Pennie Aragon agreed. 
 “We deepened relationships 
and learned concepts that apply to our 
lives. The community enveloped us in 
hospitality and spirituality,” she said. 

Shabbaton participants David Lustig (l.) and Adam 
Leventhal (r.) seen here at a Kollel Kumzitz.
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When Ray Millers, a real estate 
investor from East Denver, recently 
embarked on a new business venture, 
he signed away 10 percent of the profits 
before he made his first sale.

“In order to have a profitable 
business, you must have a winning 
combination with the right partner,” he 
said. “Hashem is the only partner that 
can guarantee 100-percent success.”

That’s why Mr. Millers joined the 
Kollel’s Partnership with the Scholars 
program. 

“Partnership with the Scholars is a 
unique program in which those who 

can’t dedicate themselves to full-time 
Torah study can share in its merits by 
supporting those who can,” says Kollel 
Dean Rabbi Shachne Sommers. 

When someone signs up as a 
“partner,” the Kollel scholars study and 
pray for the success of the partner’s 
business. When the partner turns a 
profit, the Kollel receives a percentage 
of those profits. 

Mr. Millers joins several other 
“Kollel partners” who have taken 
advantage of this easy, low-risk way to 
support the Kollel. They include Dr. 
Dan Abrams, Jesse Aragon, Brad Licht 
and Neil Olesky. 

Mr. Millers recommends that 
anyone starting a new venture 
seriously consider the Partnership with 
the Scholars program.

“Giving ten percent to the Kollel is 
a very comforting thought for me,” he 
says. “When business gets tough, who 
would we rather have in our corner?”

Ray Millers Makes ‘Partner’ 
Russia, agreed. She said she not only 
learned a lot at the Encounter, but felt 
a great sense of community.
 “It brings Jews together and 
gives a unique feeling of unity,” she 
said. “And it helps the whole Am Yisrael 
because we are learning our precious 
Torah together.”
 Dr. Klasco added that the fact 
that those who dedicate themselves 
year-round to the study of Torah – the 
Kollel Scholars – “give up an evening 
of their life, come to my neighborhood, 
and learn with me, imparts Jewish 
wisdom on many levels.
 "They are extraordinary 
scholars and even more extraordinary 
people," he said.   
 And while he concluded that 
he's still got a lot to learn, "I did come 
away with a much deeper appreciation 
for the cheesecake and blintzes!" 
 To find out more about Partners in 
Torah, email pit@denverkollel.org Ray Millers, a real estate investor from Southeast 

Denver, is the Kollel’s newest ‘Partner.’


