
Smiles all around at the Wedgle home on a typical 
Wednesday night Parsha class. From bottom left, 
clockwise: Larry Buter, Brian Cook, Jay Kamlet, Michael 
Frieman, Mark Brooks, Rabbi Yehuda Amsel, Howard 
Wedgle, Benjy Kasztl, Adam Moskowitz, Andy Schwartz, 
Jeff Wedgle, Aaron Brooks, Mark Boscoe.
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It all began in 2005. At the time, 
the Kollel held a number of weekly 

classes and study partnerships at the 
Kollel’s TLC (Torah Learning Center), 
located in the house adjacent to the 
TRI building in East Denver. Rabbi 
Yehuda Amsel began delivering a 
weekly Parsha class to a group of East 
Side residents. "I though this shiur 
(class) would eventually fizzle out,” 

says Rabbi Amsel. “But it became one 
of the strongest.” Seven years later, 
the shiur is still going strong, boasting 
a group of fifteen men who attend on 
a regular basis. 
The class has evolved over time. 
Beginning as a class to study Navi 
(Books of the Prophets), later an 
in-depth look at prayer, it is now a 
class on the weekly Torah reading, 

It’s an event that only occurs once every 7½ years. 
Nearly ninety years ago, the Daf Yomi (folio-a-day) 

program began, and has attracted an ever-growing 
number of participants as the decades have passed. The 
upcoming Daf Yomi Siyum Hashas, the completion of the 
entire Talmud by thousands of Jews throughout the world, 
from all walks of life, is a cause for great celebration, 
and a moment for world Jewry to 
draw their collective breaths at the 
enormity of the achievement. Nearly 
100,000 Jews will gather in MetLife 
stadium in New Jersey come August 
1st to mark this auspicious milestone, 
with numerous hook-ups and events 
in locations throughout the world. 
The Kollel wanted to offer the 
opportunity to Denver’s Jews, even 
those who aren’t part of the Daf 
Yomi study program, to participate 
in this great event. “How can we get 
everyone involved, to be part of this 
historic moment, even if they don’t 
study Talmud?” asks Rabbi Yechiel 
Erlanger, the Kollel’s Outreach 
Director. And the solution: “Each 
and every Jew,” says Rabbi Erlanger, 
“can complete a significant Jewish 
text in time for the Siyum.” 
This is where the Kollel’s new 
program, Heart of the Torah, 
comes into the picture. The Ten 
Commandments are the very heart of 

the Torah, as they encompass the entire Torah.  The Heart 
of the Torah program features an in-depth study of the Ten 
Commandments. One or two weeks is spent on each of 
the commandments. Men and women of all backgrounds 
are welcome, and the class will be completed in time for 
the Siyum Hashas. The 14-part series, which began April 
18th, has made an impact on Denver’s Jews. Marlin Barad 

is excited about the opportunity to 
participate in the Siyum Hashas. “I 
never thought that I would be able 
to participate in the Grand Siyum 
celebration. This series allows me to 
be a part of it,” she says.
But there’s more. Along with this 
program’s vital subject, and its 
connection to the Grand Siyum, it is 
also unique in its accessibility. Besides 
the opportunity to attend live at Aish, 
the class is broadcast live and can 
be viewed on your laptop or iPhone, 
as well as heard on your telephone. 
Missing a class won’t leave anyone 
in the dark either, as recordings 
of the classes are available on the 
Kollel’s website. “And anyone can 
join anytime,” adds Rabbi Mordechai 
Fleisher, Director of Community 
Education for the Kollel, “because each 
class is an independent lesson. We are 
making it as easy as easy as possible 
to be a part of the Siyum Hashas.”  
For more information, to register, or to listen to 
past classes, visit www.denverkollel.org.   Email: 
info@denverkollel.org or call 303-820-2855.  

Illustrating an idea during a class. 

Rabbi Schwab makes a point to the crowd as 
live and online participants look on.

Denver Prepares for Completion of Talmud 
with Kollel’s Heart of  the Torah Program
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and mother; in my everyday life, how 
I relate to all the people I encounter, 
my friends, family, and strangers.” 
The teacher makes all the difference, 
she continues. “Esti is a great teacher, 
who takes the time to speak to us, 
all at different levels. She answers 

Parsha Class: Seven Years and Going Strong
and meets at the homes of different 
members on Wednesday nights from 
8:30-9:30 pm. The attendees hail from 
a number of local synagogues such as 
the DAT Minyan, BMH-BJ, and Sharei 
Simcha at BMH-BJ. The host provides 
refreshments, and everyone spends a few 
minutes having a good schmooze prior 
to the class. The interaction of the group 
adds a lot to the success. “Learning with 

other guys looking for a more impactful 
meaning of halacha is the best way to study 
Torah. We each provide camaraderie and 
perspectives that add to the experience,” 
says Jay Kamlet. But Rabbi Amsel’s 
erudition and enthusiasm are what really 
make the class come alive. “I have been 
enlightened in elements of the Torah to 
which I would have never been exposed 
without Rabbi Amsel's deep insights and 
vast learning,” says Mr. Kamlet.

“Since being in this class, I have become 
in awe of Torah and the genius of it,” 
says Michael Frieman. “It is unbelievably 
sophisticated. It can be clearly decisive and 
intentionally vague. For me, it is like the 
ocean; the shore is shallow and simple, but 
as you go deeper, you all of a sudden find an 
entire other world that has no defined depth, 
but just keeps getting more fascinating and 
awesome.”

Women Connect at Building Relationships

T                               he Talmud relates that a man 
once approached the renowned 

sage Hillel with an absurd request. 
“Teach me the entirety of the 
Torah as I stand on one foot,” he 
demanded. Unperturbed, Hillel 
replied, “What is despised by you 
do not do unto others. This is the 
entire Torah; everything else is 
explanation. Go study it.” 
This spring, Mrs. Esti Schwab, 
director of the Kollel's Women's 
Division, set out to bring some of 
that explanation to Jewish women 
of Denver through the launching 
of Building Relationships, a six-part 
lunch-and-learn series held weekly 
at the East Side Kosher Deli on 
Mondays. Building Relationships  
presented the Torah’s views on 
important interpersonal issues, 
focusing on a unique topic each 
week, such as conflict resolution, 
proper speech, and forgiving others. 
Suzi Miller expresses her 
appreciation of the class and what 
she has gained since attending. 
“The class has provided me with a 
greater awareness of Jewish life.  I 
think Esti brings wonderful energy 
and enthusiasm to our classes.  She 
also brings to life the topics that 
we study.  I always look forward to 
Monday’s lunch-and-learn.” 
Jolie Eisen says the class has had 
a tangible effect on her life. “The 
class has impacted me in so many 
ways. Foremost, as a Jewish woman 

   JWRP Pre-Holiday Reunion
 

One year ago, a group of Denver women, led by Mrs. Esti Schwab and 
Mrs. Yehudis Heyman of the Kollel and Mrs. Eve Levy of The Jewish 

Experience, set out on a journey that would change their lives. The JWRP 
(Jewish Women’s Renaissance Project) mission to Israel has inspired 
numerous women throughout the world, including many from Denver, 
to grow in their Judaism. The inspiration, along with the deep connec-
tions formed, continues with year-round classes and the JWRP reunion. 

Just a few days before the holiday of Shavuos, the celebration of the Giv-
ing of the Torah, a reunion was hosted in the home of Julie Weiss by the 
Kollel. The May 23rd gathering helped everyone get ready for Shavuos 
with a fun and inspiring hands-on class focusing on holiday food decor.    
The Kollel Women’s Division is planning another JWRP trip to Israel December 
2012. You may be eligible to go on this journey of a lifetime - for free! For more 
info, please contact esti@denverkollel.org, or call 303-820-2855.

Dates:
December 2-12,

2012 

Contact:  Esti Schwab at esti@denverkollel.org
or Yehudis Heyman at hud09moe@yahoo.com 

Join the Kollel Women this December 
for an unforgettable mission  

to Israel.

JWRP
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JWRP participants pose for the camera 
at the recent pre-Shavuos reunion.

Two pairs of sisters enjoying the reunion. 
l. to r.: Dana Licht, Julie Weiss, Jenny 
Farfel, Yulia Klein

all questions in-depth so that we can 
understand. I always seek out classes 
with Esti because I know I will get such 
a meaningful experience and learn so 
much more than I had ever planned.”   
For more info on the new fall lunch-and-learn 
series, contact info@denverkollel.org. 


