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New Kollel-Aish Family Arriving in May 

 

  

A record crowd packed the Kollel beis medrash for a special Birchas Hachama Learning Program on March 29.

 In response to a growing need 
in the Southeast Jewish community, 
the Kollel is bringing a new family to  
Greenwood Village this May. Rabbi 
Levi and Yocheved Lebovits, currently 
of Jerusalem, Israel, will join Rabbi 
Moshe and Yehudis Heyman and Rabbi 
Dovid and Faigy Gertz as Kollel-Aish 
families.
 The move is being made 
possible, in large part, through a 
generous grant from the Art Harris 
Trust, which assists in supporting the 
needs of the Denver Orthodox Jewish 
community.
 Rabbi Lebovits will study at 
the Kollel in West Denver during the 
day and dedicate his evenings and 
weekends to giving classes and studying 
with community members at Aish 
Denver. The Lebovitses will become an 

integral part of the community, building 
relationships with local residents and  
serving as role models. 
 "We are looking forward to 
gaining a greater appreciation for 
commitment to the Klal, and benefitting 

from living in a close-knit, growing 
community," said Rabbi Lebovits. 
 Rabbi Lebovits, 29, a Pittsburgh 
native, is currently studying at a Kollel in 
the Sanhedria Murchevet neighborhood 
of Jerusalem. He previously studied 
at Yeshiva Bais Moshe in Scranton, 
PA, Reb Tzvi Kaplan’s Yeshiva in 
Jerusalem, and Beth Medrash Govoha 
in Lakewood, NJ.
 Yocheved Lebovits, 28, a 
Chicago native, is a Judaic Studies 
teacher who has taught junior high 
school and post high school classes. 
She also works in the Department of 
Resource Development at Ner LeElef, 
the World Center for Jewish Leadership 
Training and Community Outreach. 
 The Lebovits have two 
children, Sorah Tova, 2, and Ahuva, 3 
months. 

New Kollel Aish Family Rabbi Levi and Yocheved 
Lebovits and Sorah Tova, 2, and Ahuva, 3 months. 

Record Crowd at Special Birchas Hachama Learning Program
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 A record crowd packed the 
Denver Community Kollel beis medrash 
on Sun., March 29, for a special 
Birchas Hachama Learning Program, 
in preparation for the once-in-28-year 
mitzva to make the blessing on the 
sun.
 Over 70 men from West, East 
and Southeast Denver participated 
in the program, which featured small 
group study led by the Kollel scholars, 
followed by a shiur from Kollel Outreach 
Director Rabbi Yehuda Amsel, who 
prepared the program. 
 Every year, the earth makes 
one complete rotation around the sun, 
and returns to its original position in 
orbit. Using sources from the Talmud, 
the program examined what takes 
place every year, every four years, and 
every 28 years - and why we make the 

blessing on the sun only every 28 years. 
 Graeme Bean of East Denver 
said he attended the program because he 
wanted to gain a better understanding 
of this unique mitzva. He brought 
along his son, Gabi, 11, because he is 
“fascinated by the solar system.” 
 Mr. Bean said what he found 

most interesting is that “you can spend 
hours trying to calculate how it works 
out to be every twenty-eight years, but 
the bottom line is that you have to say 
the bracha at that time.”
 Dr. William Elefant of West 
Denver said he was impressed with the 
content of the class itself, particularly 
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‘Squeezing Blood out of a Turnip’ at April 1 T4T
 “Squeezing Blood out of a 
Turnip” was the topic at the April 1 
Torah for Tycoons, which focused on 
the timely issue of debt collection.
 Presenter Irv Borenstein, 
Esq., Law Offices of Irvin Borenstein, 
explained that it is quite common for 
people to find themselves, through no 
fault of their own, owing large sums 
of money to a creditor. He gave the 
example of a patient who owes a hospital 
$100,000 for life-saving  treatment that 
his insurance won’t cover, which he 
lacks the means to pay.
 As a lawyer for the hospital, 
Mr. Borenstein’s first step is to work out  
a payment plan. Often, however, the 
patient does not have the means, even 
over time, to repay the debt. His next 
recourse would be to file a lawsuit, but 
patients will often then file bankruptcy, 
in which case their debt is discharged 
and the hospital receives nothing. 
 In most cases, he has to tell the 
hospital to cave in a bit so they won’t 
lose everything. And he does a lot of 
negotiating with the patient.
 In his presentation, Rabbi 
Sommers first examined the halachic 
viewpoint on debt collection from 
the creditor's perspective. He cited 
the verses in Exodus that describe the 
Torah’s obligations on someone who 
lends someone else money: “Don’t act 

as a creditor,” and “If you take your 
friend’s garment as a security, until 
sunset shall you return it to him” 
(22:24-26). 
 He explained that this teaches 
that a creditor “must be compassionate.” 
And while the verses  refer to interest-
free loans between Jews, even in a 
business deal, there is a limit to how 
much one can take from a debtor. 
 As far as the obligations of the 
debtor, he cited the Code of Jewish 
Law that quotes Proverbs, “Do not say 
to your friend go and come back and 
I will give you tomorrow, when you 
have [money now]” (Choshen Mishpat 
97:3). He explained that it is wrong for 
people to push off their creditors when 
they can pay, calling it tantamount, to 
some degree, to stealing.
 He concluded by explaining 
how a Beis Din would rule in a case like 
Mr. Borenstein's. He said it could force 

the debtor to sell off all his assets, 
except the minimum he needs to live. 
Even future income would go toward 
the debt and couldn't be used even 
to support one's wife and children 
(Choshen Mishpat 97:23-26, 99:1).
 “Nobody today would think of 
sending a family to the poor house,” said 
Rabbi Sommers, “and if they do, they 
are very cruel. Technically, he may be 
able to do that, but cruelty is something 
the Torah does not allow.” 
 He concluded that  according 
to the Torah, a creditor should be 
compassionate, and a debtor has to be 
responsible, but at the end of the day, 
a Beis Din will enforce the rights of the 
creditor, which actually go quite far. 
 Join us on May 6 for the next 
T4T, “Stealing Company Time: What 
responsibilities do employees – and 
employers – have to one another?” RSVP: 
303-820-2855 or info@denverkollel.org 

Record Crowd
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on this complicated subject matter.  
 “[I was impressed by] the 
excellence of the rabbanei HaKollel, in 
mastering the intricacies of both Torah
and science (astronomy) of the chama 
subject matter.”
 The wide-ranging class focused 
on the confluence of astronomy and 
astrology with Talmud and halacha. 
Rabbi Amsel put into layman's terms the 
very complex scientific explanation of 
this once-in-28 year mitzva, and shared 
inspiring thoughts behind them.

 For example, he raised the 
question as to why, in the prayer “Keil 

Adon,” it says that the sun and moon 
are joyous both when they rise and set. 
He cited the Vilna Gaon who says that 
their joy doesn't come from the fact that 
they are seen or not seen, but because  
they are doing Hashem’s Will. 
 He then illustrated how several 
Torah personalities whose abilities to 
learn and teach waned in their later 
years, were likewise still happy despite 
their limitations 
 "They were still living life as 
Hashem wanted," explained Rabbi 
Amsel, "and a person should feel joy 
doing what Hashem wants."

Rabbi Yehuda Amsel illustrating the earth’s spin and 
rotation, and the unique event that happens only once 
every 28 years, at the Birchas Hachama Program.

Part of the crowd at the April 1 Torah for Tycoons, during the question-and-answer session. 


